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Conrad Ruiz’s personality is as big as his larger-than-life paintings. 
Charismatic and passionate about his art, Ruiz takes the grandeur 
and glory of Los Angeles and puts it into a painting. In 2009, he 
received his MFA from the California College of the Arts where he 
was also honored with the Barclay Simpson Award that is granted 
to only three graduating students. His first solo show debuted in 
December 2009, and his second show is already planned to debut 
in May. Other than conquering the art scene, Ruiz is working on 
breaking the world record for the largest watercolor painting and, 
possibly a more daunting task, getting settled in Los Angeles.

When you were a kid, what did you want to be when you grew 
up?
I wanted to be something like a Ninja Turtle but I wanted to be a 
shark—I wanted to be more like a ninja shark. It would look like a 
shark with a bandana around its eyes. But it could only see sideways. 
I feel like I made up Ninja Turtles before Ninja Turtles came out. 
I always felt like network executives, like the Truman Show, were 
spying on me and they were getting all my ideas and running with 
them and making movies.

What would you be doing if you weren’t an artist?
If I wasn’t doing art, I would love to be making movies, or maybe 
trying to be an extra. It’s this weird thing where the work I do comes 
way before the artist and that’s always the case where people see 
the work and very rarely do they meet the person who did it. Artists 

are kind of reclusive, so I kind of straddle these worlds, where I want 
to do the lecture series, I want to be in a magazine, I want to be 
Lady Gaga, but I’m also making this thing that places me very much 
behind the product.

What is the most important lesson that you’ve learned?
This book by Malcolm Gladwell called Outliers does a really good job 
outlining why some people are so much farther ahead than others 
in their field. One of the things it talks about is the 10,000-hour rule, 
which is equivalent to 10 years devoted to your craft. The important 
lesson is to rack up those 10,000 hours as soon as you can. Like Lil 
Wayne he’s been rapping since he was 11 or 10, so he’s ready for 
it. So, get in that time, devote that time. It takes a long time to make 
something good.

If you had to have a philosophy or motto to live by what would 
it be?
One of the things my closest friend always said was “I will live forever 
or die trying,” which is a really dorky, funny thing to say. But it’s also 
this expression of saying what you want can’t be satiated, because 
there isn’t an endpoint. Maybe there is but I can’t see it right now, it’s 
too far ahead.

What advice would you give to someone in college?
Chase your dream, but always have a back up plan.
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