
    JANUARY 2011  ULMAGAZINE.COM  59

Heidi Buehler, who has been dancing since 
she was 10 years old, discovered that 
dancing professionally after graduating from 
UCSB was a competitive challenge. When 
she made the callbacks for the role of Tiger 
Lily in a prestigious national tour of Peter 
Pan, she was told she didn’t have the look 
for it. The blonde, blue-eyed beauty came 
back for the final audition ready for war—
literally. She covered her skin in self-tanner, 
wore a brown wig, and put war paint on her 
face, and was awarded the part.

What’s the most exciting part of your 
work?
Definitely the most exciting part of being 
a dancer is getting to perform in front of 
thousands of people a night. The other 
fun part is when you get little girls or boys 
saying how much of an influence you are 
and how inspiring you are. It’s a lot of 
people’s dream to be a performer so if I 
could help them or inspire them in any way 
that’s great.

What is the best advice you’ve ever 
received?
A dance teacher back in high school said 
when you’re in an audition even if you’re 
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Bryan Pezeshki, a third year neuroscience major at UCLA, started an 
organization called Swipes for the Homeless to help those in need in 
Westwood and the greater Los Angeles area. At the end of every quarter, 
Pezeshki’s group asks students living in the dorms to donate leftover meal 
plan swipes. The organization then collects thousands of sandwiches and 
takes them to shelters or homeless people living on the street. Recently, 
the group has also been focusing on UCLA students in need as well. 
Pezeshki plans to go to medical school after graduating from UCLA and 
wants to become a doctor.

What will you be doing in 2011?
Continuing the prog ram. We have new ideas and we keep expanding. 
Right now, we’ve expanded to different projects around campus–one that 
deals with fraternities and sororities, one with students who don’t live on 
campus to get everyone informed.

Have you ever wanted to give up?
There were thousands of setbacks in the beginning, but the one biggest 
motivation I had was the first time we did it and collected a bunch of 
sandwiches and took it to one homeless shelter. We were handing out the 
sandwiches and I recognized one of the women at the shelter because 
she worked at one of the dining halls at UCLA. She recognized me too 
and when I gave her the sandwich she started crying and we hugged. You 
never know who you could be helping.

Who have you been influenced or inspired by?
My grandpa used to do a lot of similar work. He was very involved with 
helping an orphanage by talking to different organizations to raise funds 
for it and make sure that the residents had enough food and supplies.

If you had to have a philosophy or motto to live by, what would it be?
Never give up, despite any setbacks.
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the best dancer there, if you’re 
not noticed you’re not going to get 
the part. Don’t be conceited—just 
be present and let your presence 
show because if you’re amazing 
and they don’t see it, you’ve lost it.

Have you ever wanted to give 
up? If so, what helped you push 
through?
Sometimes it’s hard. There’s a lot 
of competition and talent. That part 
is discouraging but even getting 
involved in small projects keeps 
you going because it rekindles 
your passion for what you’re doing.

What is the most important 
lesson you’ve learned?
One of the biggest things is to 
stay positive and stay grounded 
because in this line of work, 
there’s a lot of rejection. It doesn’t 
mean you’re not a good dancer or 
performer but that you might not 
be fit for the role. Being able to 
take rejection and staying positive 
in the midst of it is definitely a 
good lesson.


