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Gymnastics is in Anna Li’s blood—both 
her parents competed in the 1984 
Olympics. From the age of four, Li has 
been training with rigorous discipline 
to reach the elite level. As a senior 
at UCLA competing for women’s 
gymnastics, her team won the NCAA 
championship. Next up for Li is World 
Championships and her goal of 
making it to the 2012 Olympics. 

How did you get started?
My parents were both in the Olympics 
in 1984 for China and they actually 
competed at UCLA in Pauley Pavilion 
because in 1984 it was hosted in Los 
Angeles. I was born and raised in the 
gym pretty much. The first time I was 
in the gym I was 17 days old.

Have you ever wanted to give up?  
When you’re younger, around age 13, 
it’s really difficult because you’re a 
teenager—you want to start having fun 
and at school you hear about people 
hanging out with friends. When you’re 
training every day you don’t have the 
opportunity to hang around with school 
friends, but I was very determined and 
I had set goals that I wanted to reach, 
so gymnastics was my priority.

What’s the most exciting part of 
your work?
Competition, the adrenaline and 
performing in front of everyone. Finally, 
all your hard work just comes to that 
moment. Also, winning a national 
championship. I went through a lot 
the three years before in college so 
finishing off my senior year with it was 
pretty exciting.

What is the most important lesson 
you’ve learned?
It’s important to surround yourself with 
good people that are supportive. There 
are people who are always going to 
be putting you down and not believing 
in you and the most important thing is 
believing in yourself.

If you had to have a philosophy or 
motto to live by, what would it be?
One that I have written everywhere 
was when my coach was talking to me 
at the beginning of my senior year and 
she asked, “What hurts more, the pain 
of discipline or the pain of regret? The 
pain of failure or the pain of regret?” 
So basically, I live my life by having no 
regrets.

The Gymnast 
Anna Li, 22

Hanni El Khatib’s music could be the soundtrack to any bad boy’s life. Its 
deep, dark blues-y tune will leave you craving a cigarette and a life in black 
and white. Fresh off of touring with Florence and the Machine, El Khatib has 
plans to release an album and launch a tour of his own, all the while holding 
the title of creative director at the skate company Huf. While both jobs 
require a great deal of creativity and dedication, Hani holds a philosophy of 
just doing it because you want to. 

What’s the most exciting part of your work? 
I think the coolest part is being able to travel. I really like touring and 
traveling. The drummer is my best friend, and meeting new people is cool. I 
really enjoy playing live. Making music to me has always been a fun thing to 
do and the fact that I’m able to do it is really rad.

Who has inspired or influenced you?
I’m inspired by the idea of things. I’m inspired by old American culture and 
pop culture and I really like the ideas of classic things like classic rock and 
roll, like the ‘50s.

What’s an important lesson you’ve learned?
I try not to listen to people’s criticism, ever. That’s one thing I’ve learned 
with music because it’s so subjective. You put whatever out there and 
immediately someone can form an opinion about you, good or bad. So I try 
to take everything with a grain of salt and just go with it and let the cards fall.

If you had to have a philosophy or motto to live by what would it be?
I always just say ‘“fuck it,” when in doubt say “fuck it.”
 

The Musician
Hanni El Khatib, 29


