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Carol and Elizabeth Ai grew up making their own clothes, following 
detailed first-hand instructions from both their grandmother and 
mother who were seamstresses in Vietnam and the U.S. The 
stylish sisters created their own clothing line, Ai for Ai, in 2009. In 
Chinese, “Ai” means love, so their line is all about passion and 
love. They delivered their first collection in Spring/Summer 2010 
and they are just getting started.

How did Ai for Ai get started? 
Carol: I had been working in fashion but I got laid off in 2008. And 
so I thought what a better time to start then now. I was designing 
for a private label-children’s line and then I got laid off. We always 
wanted to start a line so we thought, “Let’s do it!”

Elizabeth: It’s really difficult because we’re just starting off, I still 
have another job, I’m a film producer. I’ve been working at that 
for about 5 years now. It’s a constant battle. We want it to be only 
about fashion. We only do two seasons a year and work really 
hard on that.

Have you ever wanted to give up?
Carol: No. We always knew we wanted to do something together, 
and we wanted to do fashion.
Elizabeth: We were very young when we started. Growing up we’d 

go to the fabric stores and we’d make our pajamas and we made 
our prom dresses. It’s always been a part of us.

What advice would you give to someone in college?
Elizabeth: Whatever you have an interest in, if you don’t try it you’ll 
never know. You are your own worst enemy. Some people think, 
this is what I want to do—but...no buts, just do it. Fail at it, fail as 
much as you can, because you’re gonna succeed at something 
and it’s gonna be big.

Do you ever see yourself doing something other than 
fashion? 
Carol: I don’t, but Elizabeth is a jack-of-all-trades.
Elizabeth: I think what’s been more fascinating to me has always 
been stories. I love stories, whether they’re non-fiction, or fiction, 
and I think that in creating clothes we always have a story. The 
designers I love the most are the ones that have great stories. 
Carol has a little more of the edge. She’ll take chances with the 
clothes. I have to ask, “How does this fit into the story?”

What is the most important lesson that you’ve learned?
Carol: Stay focused, there are so many distractions.
Elizabeth: Never give up. You’re gonna hit that wall, but you have 
to pick yourself up and keep going.
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