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Drake Doremus grew up in the world of theater and film. His 
mother was a founding member of the legendary LA improv 
company, The Groundlings, and he was just 16 when he 
started directing films. In 2010, he made his Sundance debut 
with Douchebag, receiving critical acclaim. A graduate of the 
American Film Institute, Doremus will return to Sundance this 
month with his next film, Like Crazy. 

What are your goals for the future?
In the past three years, I made a feature a year. So I want to 
keep that going. If you have a vision, a passion, you just do it.

Have you ever wanted to give up?
All the time. I think it’s just a ton of tiny setbacks that happen all 
the time. I think that if you’re not pushed to the brink, you’re not 
challenging yourself. Once I take a deep breath, I realize I love it 
no matter what.

What is the most exciting part of your work?
Experiencing the movies with an audience, watching them react. 
Seeing an audience take it in and being emotionally affected by 
it. That’s definitely the most fulfilling.

Who inspires you?
Woody Allen. He makes a movie a year and he’s passionate 
about what he does and I love his style.

What advice would you give to someone in college?
Hit the ground running, before you graduate even—get going. 
Do what you want to do right away, don’t wait to graduate then 
do what you want to do. Start doing it, no matter what it is.

The Filmmaker
Drake Doremus, 27

The Activist
Michelle “Missy” Dominguez, 19

At 17 years old, Missy Dominguez created a one minute, 19 second 
video montage about homophobia, sexism and racism, winning the 
National Campaign to Restore Civil Rights video contest. Today, she 
continues her LGBTQ activism work, founding the sorority Gamma Rho 
Lambda at CSUN, and directing the Vagina Monologues, as part of 
CSUN’s V-Day, a movement to stop violence against women.

How did you get started?
I went to Cleveland High School and they had a humanities magnet 
program. A lot of the material that we learned dealt with sexism and 
racism, and it introduced me to social justice. That’s when I started 
getting more involved, particularly with queer activism and women’s 
activism. I’m the type of person that must be busy all the time and I feel 
like whatever I’m doing has to contribute some type of good to the world. 

Did you always know this is what you wanted to do?
I always wanted to do something in media—an actress, news anchor, 
etc. But I did notice my feminism at a younger age. When the teacher 
would say “I need two boys to take these books to the library.” I would 
say, “Why can’t a girl do it?”

What are your goals for the future?
Ultimately I’d like to have a career where I can continue my activism. 
I want to work for a non-profit, particularly one that focuses on queer 
rights. I want to keep doing what makes me happy, and what makes me 
happy is my activism work.

What advice would you give to someone in college? 
I’d like to think I came up with this one cause I have never heard it 
before: Whoever said that one person can’t change the world, didn’t stop 
to think that a movement has to start with one person first.


